Durban--between the lines.
This year's XIIIth International AIDS Conference in Durban, South Africa was not the typical AIDS conference. Because of the pressing social needs faced by developing nations, the emphasis of the meeting was not primarily directed toward biomedical research and studies. Instead, the main topics of discussion included human rights, reducing the stigma faced by people living with HIV, prevention, vaccine research, access to care, reduced drug pricing and building medical and social infrastructure. Still, medical research was not ignored. This issue of PI Perspective represents a summary of some of the most significant findings presented at the conference. Topics include anti-HIV research, treatment interruption studies, women-specific issues, side effect warnings and the first ever report on the medical use of marijuana in people with HIV.